ON
YOUR
MARK!

Get Set, Follow Jesus.
2018 is a year of preparation and prayer for RiverLife. We desire
to see every RiverLifer create space to encounter God daily and
allow Him to renew our hearts and use us for His purposes.
To help us fall deeper in love with Jesus and gain a greater
revelation of Him, we will examine His life through the book of
Mark by embarking on a 27-part sermon series. Over the span
of one year, we will re-discover Jesus and how his life of
unparalleled power and authority, humility and love models
how we are to live today.
Let’s embark on this journey together with our hearts eager
and ready to desire Jesus and follow Him like never before!

MARK
THESE
D AT E S
Get Set, Follow Jesus.

Pulpit Schedule
( Ja n - J u n )

28 Jan

Mark 1:1-8

4 Feb

Mark 1:9-39

11 Feb

Mark 1:40-45

18 Feb

Combined Chinese New Year Service

25 Feb

Mark 2:1-12

4 Mar

Mark 2:13-3:6

11 Mar

Missions Emphasis #1

18 Mar

Missions Emphasis #2

25 Mar

Pre-Easter Service

1 Apr

Easter Service

8 Apr

Mark 3:7-35

15 Apr

Mark 4:1-34

22 Apr

Mark 4:35-20

29 Apr

Mark 5:21-6:6

6 May

Mark 6:7-56

13 May

Mother’s Day Service

20 May

Pentecost Sunday

27 May

Mark 7:1-23

3 Jun

Mark 7:24-8:21

10 Jun

Mark 8:22-9:1

17 Jun

Father’s Day Service

24 Jun

Mark 9:2-50

Quick Facts About The Gospel Of Mark
(Adapted from biblica.com and carm.org)

Authorship
The Gospel of Mark was originally an anonymous document since the focus
was on Jesus Christ, not who was the exact author of the text. Nowhere in
the Gospel of Mark is there a specific claim regarding who authored the
book. However, there is an early tradition that associated John Mark as the
author of the Gospel. The Bishop Papias writing around 140? A.D. states that
Mark interpreted the words of the apostle Peter accurately, but not in direct
chronological sequence. Since John Mark probably wrote the Gospel, his
association with Peter would tend to give historical credibility to the account
since Peter was an eyewitness who knew Jesus while He was on this earth.
Origin
According to early church tradition, Mark was written “in the regions of Italy”
or, more specifically, in Rome. These sources closely associate Mark’s writing
of the Gospel with the apostle Peter. The above evidence is consistent with
(1) the historical probability that Peter was in Rome during the last days of his
life and was martyred there, and (2) the Biblical evidence that Mark also was
in Rome about the same time and was closely associated with Peter (see 2
Tim 4:11; 1 Pe 5:13, where the word “Babylon” may be a cryptogram for
Rome; see also Introduction to 1 Peter: Place of Writing).
Recipients
The evidence points to the church at Rome, or at least to Gentile readers.
Mark explains Jewish customs, translates Aramaic words and seems to have a
special interest in persecution and martyrdom - subjects of special concern to
Roman believers (and to Peter as well). A Roman destination would explain
the almost immediate acceptance of this Gospel and its rapid dissemination.

Occasion & Purpose
Since Mark’s Gospel is traditionally associated with Rome, it may have been
occasioned by the persecutions of the Roman church in the period c. a.d. 64–
67. The famous fire of Rome in 64—probably set by Nero himself but blamed
on Christians—resulted in widespread persecution. Even martyrdom was not
unknown among Roman believers. Mark may be writing to prepare his
readers for such suffering by placing before them the life of our Lord. There
are many references, both explicit and veiled, to suffering and discipleship
throughout his Gospel.
Uniqueness
Mark’s Gospel is a simple, succinct, unadorned, yet vivid account of Jesus’
ministry, emphasizing more what Jesus did than what he said. Mark moves
quickly from one episode in Jesus’ life and ministry to another, often using
the adverb “immediately”. The book as a whole is characterized as “The
beginning of the gospel”. The life, death and resurrection of Christ comprise
the “beginning,” of which the apostolic preaching in Acts is the continuation.

How God Became A Man:
What Jesus Did For Thirty Years
By David Mathis (Adapted from desiringgod.org)
It is striking how little we know about most of Jesus’s life on earth. Between
the events surrounding his celebrated birth and the beginning of his public
ministry when he was “about thirty years of age” (Luke 3:23), very few details
have survived.
Given the influence and impact of his life, humanly speaking, we might find it
surprising that so little about his childhood, adolescence, and early
adulthood is available — especially with the interest his followers, who
worshiped him as God, took in his life. That is, unless, divinely speaking, this
is precisely how God would have it.
After the birth story, the first Gospel tells us about the visit from magi, pagan
astrologers from the east (Matthew 2:1–12), the family’s flight to Egypt for
haven (Matthew 2:13–18), and their eventual return upon the death of Herod
(Matthew 2:19–23). Matthew then jumps immediately to the forerunning
ministry of John the Baptist, and Jesus as a full-grown adult — with nothing
at all about the intervening thirty-plus years of childhood, adolescence, and
early adulthood.
Development Dignified
The third Gospel has more to say, but captures three decades of the most
important human life in the history of the world in remarkably simple terms.
Luke tells of the high angelic announcement to lowly shepherds (Luke 2:8–21)
and the young family’s first visit to the temple (Luke 2:22–38). He then
summarizes Jesus’s first twelve years of life in astonishing modesty:
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God
was upon him. (Luke 2:40)

Then, after recounting the story of a 12-year-old Jesus impressing adults at
the temple (Luke 2:41–51), Luke reports some two decades — well more than
half the God-man’s dwelling among us — in this simple sentence:
Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.
(Luke 2:52)
How fascinating would it be to know what life was like for the boy Jesus? Did
he plainly outpace his peers in learning? Did his sinlessness infuriate fallen
siblings? How skilled was he as a worker? Was his carpentry “perfect,” or did
it make good sense around town when he transitioned into public ministry?
But it’s easy to digress into speculation and miss the powerful point of these
important summary verses in Luke. God has something to teach us here in
the precious few details. That he would send his own Son to live and mature
and labor in relative obscurity for some three decades, before “going public”
and gaining recognition as an influential teacher, has something to say to us
about the dignity of ordinary human life and labor — and the sanctity of
incremental growth and maturation.
God could have sent a full-grown Christ. And from the beginning, he could
have created a world of static existence without infants, children, awkward
teens, middle-agers, and declining seniors — just a race of young, spry,
“mature” adults. But God didn’t do it that way. And he doesn’t do it that way
today. He designed us for dynamic existence, for stages and seasons of life,
for growth and development in body and in soul, both toward others and
toward God.
The lion’s share of Jesus’s earthly life powerfully dignifies the everyday pains
of maturity and growth common to humanity.
Jesus Grew In Stature
The ancient creed confesses his full humanity, in both body and inner person.
Jesus is both “truly God and truly man, of a reasonable soul and body”
(Chalcedon, AD 451). Having a “true human body,” Jesus was born, he grew,
he thirsted, he hungered, he wept, he slept, he sweated, he bled, and he
died.

All four Gospels unfold his three-year public ministry, and give nearly half
their space to the final week of his life. But what was the God-man doing
most of his earthly life? He was growing. What did he do for three decades
between his celebrated birth and his unforgettable ministry? He walked the
ordinary, unglamorous path of basic human growth and development. He
grew.
The man Christ Jesus did not simply emerge from the wilderness preaching
the kingdom. He learned to latch and crawl, to walk and talk. He scraped his
knees. Perhaps he broke a finger or wrist. He fought off the common cold,
suffered through sick days, and navigated his way in the awkwardness of
adolescence. He learned social graces and worked as a common laborer in
relative obscurity more than half his earthly life.
Jesus Grew In Wisdom
But Jesus grew not only in body, but also in soul, like every other human, in
wisdom and knowledge. Even by age 12, Luke could say Jesus was “filled
with wisdom” (Luke 2:40), not because he got it all at once, or always had it,
but because he was learning.
Through sustained effort and hard work, he came into mental acumen and
emotional intelligence that he did not possess as a child. And he didn’t
receive it all in one moment, but he grew in wisdom, through the painful
steps of regular progress. His human mind and heart developed. He grew
mentally and emotionally, just as he grew physically. As Donald Macleod
captures it, “He was born with the mental equipment of a normal child,
experienced the usual stimuli and went through the ordinary process of
intellectual development” (The Person of Christ, 164).
Surely, we find extraordinary instances later in his life of supernatural
knowledge, given by the Spirit, in the context of ministry. He knew Nathanael
before he met him (John 1:47), that the Samaritan woman had five husbands
(John 4:18), and that Lazarus had died (John 11:14). Once he even knew that
Peter would find a shekel in the mouth of the first fish he caught (Matthew
17:27). But we shouldn’t confuse such supernatural knowledge, given by
special revelation, with the hard-earned, infinite learning of his upbringing.

Jesus learned from the Scriptures and from his mother, in community and in
the power of the Holy Spirit, and he increased in wisdom by carefully
observing everyday life and how to navigate God’s world.
Jesus Learned Obedience
An essential aspect of his growth in stature and wisdom was his learning
obedience, both to his earthly parents (he “was submissive to them,” Luke
2:51) and his heavenly Father.
In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud
cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was
heard because of his reverence. Although he was a son, he learned
obedience through what he suffered. And being made perfect, he became
the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him. (Hebrews 5:7–9)
That he “learned obedience” does not mean that he began as disobedient,
but that he began as unlearned and inexperienced, and the dynamic
existence of human life gave him experience and know-how. That he was
“made perfect” doesn’t mean that he began as sinful, but that he began in
sinless immaturity and grew into maturity.
In Favor With God And Man
When Luke 2:52 echoes the words of 1 Samuel 2:26 (“Now the boy Samuel
continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the Lord and also with
man”), he breaks through a potential hiccup in our perspective on human
growth — both Jesus’s and our own.
True human growth is not Godward at the expense of love. And
development in love should not serve as a distraction to Godward advance.
The first commandment is love God. And the second is like it: love your
neighbor as yourself.
No human, not even the God-man himself, skips the growth and maturation
process, and no true growth is one-dimensional, but both toward God and
man, with all the attendant pains. Don’t begrudge God the glory of your
long, arduous maturation process. In it you are tasting the growing pains that
Jesus knows very well. And he stands ready to help you persevere until God’s
process is complete.

My Sin, Not In Part, But The Whole
By David Mathis (Adapted from desiringgod.org)
“My sin, oh the bliss of this glorious thought.”
This is a strange phrase. Has it ever caught your attention before? In the third
stanza of “It is Well,” the hymnist leads with this curious arrangement of
words. It always struck me as odd. How can I consider my sin blissful?
Eventually, I learned to look at things in their proper context. I had never
connected those lines with the lines that followed: “My sin, not in part, but
the whole, is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise
the Lord, O my soul!”
We find this bliss by doing two things: by being honest with ourselves and
seeing the depth of our depravity in our sin, and by looking to the cross and
seeing the depth of God’s mercy in Christ.
Seeing Our Sin Clearly
As long as we aren’t that bad of sinners, we won’t need that big of a Savior.
As Christians, it’s important that we realize that our problem is worse than we
thought. Sin has permeated the depths of who we are. We aren’t as bad as
we could be, but every faculty we have has been kissed by this sickness
called sin. And when compared to the perfect standard of Christ, we have
fallen far short.
Since we know our own thoughts and motives, we can say honestly with Paul,
“The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost” (1 Timothy
1:15).
If we want to savor the sweetness of the gospel, we have to be honest with
the horror of our sin. Don’t look at part of your sin or confess half-truths;
come to the cross with all of your sin in its entirety.

Seeing Our Savior Clearly
Then we will turn to Jesus. He doesn’t come to save us when we have our
lives together. Jesus comes and exposes our brokenness. When we are
covered in muck and mire, Christ reaches down, picks us up, and calls us his
own.
It is here that we recognize our whole sin and that sin is then nailed to the
cross. Paul uses this same language in his letter to the church in Colossae,
“And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your
flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us allour trespasses,
by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands.
This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.” (Colossians 2:13–14)
Christ didn’t come to just forgive our “more respectable” sins. He didn’t
absorb the wrath of God on behalf of our “smaller” sins. Instead, he came
and has forgiven all of our sins. This is how we are able to be honest with the
depth of our sinfulness, because we trust that God will cover us with the
depths of his mercy.
In this moment we experience the bliss of sin. The depravity of our sin leads
us to our need for a Savior, and the cross shows us our Savior and leads us to
worship.
Present Tense Sin
So where is your sin? If you are in Christ, then your entire record of debt has
been canceled.
This leads us to a final observation about this classic hymn. The most
powerful word in this stanza may be the word “is.” When I sing the song, my
natural inclination is to sing it this way: “My sin, not in part but the
whole, wasnailed to the cross…”
But the hymnist doesn’t say that. Instead he chooses the present tense. This
is both purposeful and powerful. By choosing the present tense of the verb,
he is drawing out the truth that, while our sin was in fact atoned for in a
temporal sense almost 2,000 years ago, in a spiritual sense, the cross is
saving us each and every day.

So in a real way, our sin not only was nailed to the cross; our sin is nailed to
the cross. This is the confidence we can have no matter what we may have
done. For the Christian, our sin has nowhere else to go. It has reached its
final destination on the cross.
And this realization leads us to only one conclusion: “Praise the Lord, praise
the Lord, O my soul!”

Recommended Resources
1. Life Of Jesus – Who He Is And Why He Matters (John Dickson)
2. Read The Bible For Life – Your Guide To Understanding And Living
God’s Word (George H. Guthrie)
3. Misreading Scripture With Western Eyes – Removing Cultural Blinders
To Better Understand The Bible (E. Randolph Richards)
4. Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes – Cultural Studies In The Gospels
(Kenneth E. Bailey)
5. The Jesus I Never Knew (Philip Yancey)

