
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 MAY 2021 | LET’S WALK IN THE SPIRIT OF CALEB! | NUMBERS 13-14 
Series : Journeying With God |  Speaker : Pastor Lionel Goh 

 

 

 
WELCOME  

[15 MINS] 
 

You may want to look up the following websites for icebreakers suitable for your cell. 
Ice Breakers 1 
Ice Breakers 2 

 

 

 

WORSHIP 
[15 MINS] 

 
You may select songs like  

1. Complete 
2. God of Ages 

 

 

 

WORD 
[45 MINS] 

 
SPIRITUAL OBJECTIVES 
At the end of the sermon discussion, cell members will: 
1. Believe and trust that God will bring His promises to pass.  
2. Be willing to pay the cost in fighting for our spiritual inheritance.  
 

SERMON SUMMARY 
Israel in the wilderness was a self-centred and complaining people with a superficial relationship with God. They 
knew God had promised them Canaan as their inheritance, yet when presented with the challenge to possess it, 
they cowered in fear. They were also unwilling to pay the cost of fighting the giants. So, they rejected God’s offer 
of Canaan and wanted to turn back to Egypt. As a result, they forfeited their inheritance and were assigned to 

MEMBER’S COPY 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers+13-14&version=ESV
http://www.thesource4ym.com/games/
http://www.christianitytoday.com/smallgroups/articles/icebreakersbeyond.html


wander for 40 years in the wilderness until that generation had passed on. But Caleb had a different spirit. He 
trusted God to give him the Promised Land, and he was willing to pay the cost in fighting for his inheritance. As a 
result, he received God’s inheritance promised to him. 
 
Similarly, God has given us personal promises to inherit. However, many people fail to receive them either because 
they don’t have faith or are unwilling to pay the cost. We need to have Caleb’s spirit of trusting in God’s ability and 
be willing to pay the cost to fight for our spiritual inheritance! 
 

SERMON RECAP 
 
When God brought Israel out of Egypt, they spent one year at Mt. Sinai for God to prepare them to take possession 
of the Promised Land. They were training to be fighters for their conquest of Canaan. When they were ready, God 
brought them to Kadesh Barnea. However, at Kadesh Barnea, they were greatly discouraged and wanted to return 
to Egypt or they would rather die in the wilderness. What happened at Kadesh Barnea?  
 
1) The Repiners (Numbers 11:1, 4-6; 12:1-2) 

• Repine: feel or express discontent; fret.  

• Israel is a nation of repiners (Exodus 16-17). They were always complaining and grumbling against God 
despite His deliverance from slavery and His provision for them in the wilderness.  

• The people had bad attitudes, which led them to make bad decisions at Kadesh Barnea. They had a 
utilitarian relationship with God. They were dissatisfied, ungrateful and self-centred.  

• Are we behaving like the Israelites? Paul says that we should, “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks 
in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians 16-18). We need to check 
our attitudes, or we will have a poor relationship with God.  

 
2) The Recce (Numbers 13:1-3, Deuteronomy 1:19-25) 

• God did not instruct the people to recce the land but to go and take it. But they decided to scout out the 
place first. The people did not trust God enough to take possession of the land immediately.  

• When God calls us to do something, let us do it without hesitation. If we insist our ways with God, we may 
get second best instead of the best that God wants to give us.  

 
3) The Reports 

• When the 12 spies came back, they presented two reports. The majority said that the land was flowing with 
milk and honey, but they would be defeated by the giants living there (Numbers 13:27-33). Only Caleb and 
Joshua were confident that the people could take the land for God had promised it to them (Numbers 
13:30, 14:7-9).  

• Why is there such a difference in perspective? All 12 spies saw the same land and the same people living in 
it, yet they presented such different reports. The majority of spies saw everything through natural eyes, 
while Caleb and Joshua viewed it through God’s eyes.  

• It was here that we see Caleb’s spirit (Numbers 14:24, Joshua 14:7-9, 12):   
 

 
 

4) The Rebellion 

• The people were unwilling to trust God and were reluctant to pay the cost to claim their inheritance.  
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• However, the people not only refused to take possession of the land, but they also accused God of bringing 
them out of Egypt to kill them in the wilderness! (Deuteronomy 1:26-27) 

• Then they wanted to find another leader to bring them back to Egypt, back into the slavery that God has 
freed them from (Numbers 14:1-4).  

 
5) The Rebuke 

• God was angry with the rebellious generation, and wanted to kill them all. But after Moses interceded for 
them, God punished them to wander in the wilderness for 40 years and die there without entering the 
Promised Land (Numbers 14:20-25, 34-35).  

• God also killed the ten faithless spies by plague (Numbers 14:36-38).  
 

6) The Rewards (Deuteronomy 31:1-8, Joshua 14:13-14) 

• God honoured Joshua and Caleb for their faith. They were the only ones who entered the Promise Land 
with the new generation.  

 
7) Application 

• How do we walk in the spirit of Caleb? 
 

 
 

• Caleb had been contending for his inheritance for 45 years. Even at 85 years old, he was willing to fight for 

his inheritance (Joshua 14:10-14). 

• What are the promises of God that you want to lay hold of? Are you willing to fight for them? Contend with 

God for them? And keep the faith and obey Him wholeheartedly?  

 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. When the Israelites heard the reports of Canaan, they centred upon the challenges and were immediately 

stricken with fear. Why do we tend to focus on the negative/challenges instead of trusting in Him in our 
various situations?  [10 Mins] 
 
 

2. If we are honest with ourselves, we are like the Israelites – repiners. We complain a lot, and we tend to think 
of ourselves first. Why do they – and we – have such an attitude? How can we stop grumbling? [10 Mins] 

 
 

3. Is there anything that you feel God has put into your heart that you are escaping from (or refuse to 
acknowledge) because you are unwilling to pay the cost? How can you adopt the spirit of Caleb and go boldly 
with God?  [15 Mins] 
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WORKS 
[10 MINS] 

 
Consider dividing the group into micro-groups for a deeper time of sharing as well as praying for the following 
items: 
 
1. Sermon Application 

• We always have a heart of thankfulness for what God has done by delivering us from the domain of 
darkness so that we have a living hope in Jesus Christ. 

• Through Jesus Christ, we have the strength to keep God’s covenant and obey Him wholeheartedly. 

• In response to God, we would say yes to greater intimacy with Him and that we will love Him with all 
our heart, soul, mind, and strength, loving our neighbours as ourselves. 

2. COVID-19 in Singapore 

• The COVID-19 situation in Singapore would be under control, and that we would revert to having low 
or no infection in the community and dormitories. 

• Continued progress in Singapore to overcome the negative economic and social impact of the current 
crisis. 

3. COVID-19 in South Asia 
• A swift end to the COVID-19 crisis in the world, especially in India and the rest of South Asia. 
• Healing and comfort for those who are sick and suffering. 
• Protection and guidance for healthcare professionals at the front line; give them wisdom, courage, and 

strength to confront this crisis. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
[5 MINS] 

 
1. Bible Reading Plan. You can access our 2-Year Bible Reading Plan 2021-2022 by visiting https://rlc.sg/brp2021. 
 
2. Becoming 30. With the rising number of new COVID-19 cases in Singapore, we will be shifting all Consecrate 

Nights online. You may join us at this link – rlc.sg/consecrate-nights. All info and links relating to Becoming 30 
can also be found at our Becoming 30 mini site rlc.sg/becoming30. 

 
3. Water Baptism. We will be having our Water Baptism Class on 29 May 2021. Do note that instead of an in-

person session, the class will now be shifted online via a zoom session. The timing of the class has also changed.  
It will now run from 9AM - 1PM instead of 9AM - 3PM. 

 
4. SPYCES. Span of 5 Sunday afternoons from 27 June, 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm. rlc.sg/baptism-class 
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