Weekly Cell Guide
- Be Wise

Series

Scripture -

Member’s Copy

Date/s -

Lawsuits, Grievances and Disputes- A Case of Gospel Amnesia
(1 Corinthians 6:1-11)

7 July 2019

Speaker - Pastor Joachim Tan

Welcome [15 min]
You may want to look up the following websites for icebreakers suitable for your cell.
www.thesource4ym.com/games/
www.christianitytoday.com/smallgroups/articles/icebreakersbeyond.html< go to LEAD, click on ICEBREAKERS >

Worship [15 min]
You may select songs like “This I Believe (The Creed)”, “Living Hope”, “I Stand In Awe”, “I Have A Song” or
“Worth It All”.

Spiritual Objectives
At the end of the cell discussion, cell members will:
1. Understand that how we respond to a conflict reflects to the world our love for God and one another;
and
2. Commit to handle and resolve conflicts within the family of God in love.

Word [45 min]
Pastor Joachim preached a sermon on 1 Corinthians 6:1-11, which speaks about lawsuits and disputes within
the Church.
Pastor Joachim opened his sermon by explaining that the subject matters of the disputes Paul was referring to
in the passage, most likely concerned land and monetary assets, and thus, we should interpret 1 Cor. 6:1 in the
context of legal disputes over civil (and not criminal) matters. Pastor Joachim further shared that it was most
likely that these disputes were among the wealthy and power aristocrats within the church of Corinth, as they
possessed a great number of property - members were suing each other over such matters, some even
resorting to filing civil lawsuits against one another. Such crisis fractured the congregation and contributed to
the growing factionalism and divisiveness within the Corinthian church, which in Paul’s view brought dishonor
to God. Proverbs 6:16-19 tells us that God detests “a person who stirs up conflict in the community”.
Pastor Joachim set out some further background to these conflicts:
-

The litigious culture within the church of Corinth was not aligned with the prevailing Jewish culture and
its convictions. There was a saying within the Jewish culture then, which goes “to take our problems to
a pagan court is the same as blaspheming God, for it is in effect saying ‘God doesn’t have an answer to
this problem.’”

-

The filing of lawsuits must have shocked the apostle Paul- being a Christian, he could not imagine
brothers suing brothers, because the whole principle of the Christian community was the principle of
love and forgiveness [John MacArthur].

-

The Christians were “enjoying their new freedom in Christ but had forgotten about the new life they
should live in Christ.”
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Pastor Joachim then shared three principles, to keep in mind when resolving disagreements and conflicts
within the Church:
-

First, we recognise that we have an incredible future destiny.
o Drawing from various scripture references in 1 Cor 6:2-3, Matthew 19:28, Revelations 3:21 and
Daniel 7:27, Pastor Joachim explained as the church and people with a future authority over
the New Heaven and the New Earth, we should be able to work things out among ourselves.

-

Second, we recognise that we have a spiritual obligation towards one another.
o From passages in 1 Cor 6:7-8, Matthew 5:38-40 and Colossians 3:12-13, we see how it is better
to suffer wrong and be exploited, rather than do wrong and behave in an unchristian-like
manner.
o Nothing in the Christian life is more important than forgiveness - our forgiveness of others and
God’s forgiveness of us [John MacArthur]. Our disputes and disagreements cannot be larger
and greater than the need for unity in the Body of Christ.
o Submitting to the judgment of non-Christian authorities by petitioning to have claims
adjudicated by the courts, will contradict the message of the gospel, and compromise our
witness to unbelievers. The world will never know we are His disciples, if we hate and do
wrong to each other. Let us instead practice the most excellent way, which is to love (see
scripture references in John 13:34-35, 1 Cor 13:1-13).

-

Third, we recognise that we have a transformed new life in Christ.
o Matthew 5:23-24 counsels us to resolve our grudges and be reconciled with our brothers and
sisters, before we worship God.

Pastor Joachim ended his sermon by encouraging members of the congregation to not just “forgive and
forget”, but to go one step further to be reconciled with those within the church who have hurt or offended
them.
Discussion Questions
1. What do you think may have been some motives behind members of the church in Corinthians filing

civil lawsuits against one another? Do you think such motives and issues are still prevalent in our day
and age? [10 min]

2. Read through 1 Corinthians 6:7-8. Paul was not worried about believers being treated unfairly, but

rather, was more concerned how discord within the church will be exposed to and perceived by nonbelievers.
What truths can we learn from this passage, about the relative importance of our personal rights,
weighed against the corporate witness as the church? [10 min]

3. Pastor Joachim mentioned some wise words from Elder Lee Ee Yang, who shared from his experience

as a litigator, and a proprietor of his law firm:
-

Church community is a family, and we should settle disputes within the family as much as
possible, as far as it depends on us.
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-

The aim of the court is not to restore the relationship, but to ascertain who is right and who is
wrong. Often times once disputes reach the courts, the relationships are over.
The Bible teaches us to lay down our rights, not to enforce them. The court’s role is to enforce
rights. Hence, we should go to the family, for restoration, and not for rights-see Romans 13:8-9.

Spend time reflecting on this sharing. In contrast with how the world perceives and resolves conflicts,
how do you think reconciliation looks like in the spiritual family of God? What is the role of the church?
[10 min]

4. What are practical steps I can take, to address personal grievances or disagreements I have within my

spiritual family?

Works [10 min]
Let’s pray:
1. Every RiverLifer will resolve conflicts and seek reconciliation within the family of God in love.
Announcements
1. We Belong ***

RiverLife Conference
23- 24 Aug 2019
Sign up online at www.riverlife.org.sg/webelong by Sun, 4 Aug

Church Vision:
“A radiant disciple-making church catalysing Kingdom transformation in
our communities and the nations.”
Mission:
We exist to make disciples who behold Christ and reveal Him.
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